Valve Cover Race Guidelines - when a chapter is hosting a National Convention.
Having Valve Cover Races is on the Volunteer basis.  It has gotten to be very competitive and popular event at shows.  The host chapter is in charge of providing Kits, Ramp, Awards and People to be in charge of getting and setting up the Ramp and Valve Cover Kits.

Valve Cover Races can be held anytime during the show, but try to give people time to put their kits together by giving the kits out at the beginning of the show.  Races have been in the Afternoon before the Main Business Meeting at the National Convention.  Don’t let it conflict with anything else you have planned.

Rules

Valve Cover Races are Double Elimination.

You can only use Valve Covers found in use on Falcon engines from 1960 to 1970 of production.  Six and eight cylinder Falcon Engines are 144, 170, 200, 260, 289 and 302.  

You can only race your valve cover if it has the same wooden platform, axle and wooden wheels provided in the kits at the show.  So if you put yours together at home you need to stay within the guidelines mentioned above.  This way everyone is on a level playing field.

Valve covers can be decorated by painting.  You can also paint the platform if you want, but you cannot paint the pin axles or the wheels.  Use decals or vinyl lettering to decorate.  
Wheels must be back at least 1” from the ends of the of platform but not more than 3”.

No added weight to the racer is allowed.  Only added item to attach as a part is an oil cap.

Kits

The Host Chapter should have hardware, instruction sheet and guidelines for people wanting to make a racer at the show.  Have kits ready to go ahead of time so people can make their racers during the show.  You will need a wooden platform for the valve cover to attach to.  You will need ¾” ponderosa pine 5 1/2 “wide by 26 ½” long for six cylinders and 20 ½” for eight cylinders.  
Put the hardware in zip lock bags.  You will need two ¾” X 1 1/2” X 6” in ponderosa pine that will screw into the bottom of the platform with 4-6 count of 1 ¼” drywall screws.  This straight axle usually is put close to each end, but not all the way.  The wooden axle will need ¼” or 5/16” holes drilled in the center of each end of the axle to receive the wooden pin axle that will fit tight into the hole, but enough for the 2” wooden wheels to roll freely.  You will need four 2” wooden wheels.  You can sue four count of ½” or ¾” drywall or pan head screws to attach the valve cover to the board.
You can purchase the lumber and some hardware at your local building supply.  The wheels and pin axles can be found at on line or at craft stores like Hobby Lobby or Michaels.

Ramp/Track

Past ramps have been built of 2” X 2” pine wood and ¼” plywood, 4’ tall and 16’ long with 4’ to 8’ extra of plywood at the end of the ramp of the flat to help racers wooden wheels from getting messed up on pavement.  The ramp has ¾” railing down each side and one as a divider to keep the racers in their lanes and from falling off the track.  The ramp is 2’ wide.  At the top of the ramp there is a cross piece of wood, used in holding the racers in place till the person lifts the board to release the racers down the track.  The ramp is built in away to be able to build and take apart quickly.  Also so it can be transported in an easy matter.

Awards

You will need to get 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards for the races.  We hold the following races: children (one for the boys and one for the girls), women, men, and Chapters (one designated valve cover racer per chapter).  These awards are usually about a foot or so smaller in size.  1st place is usually larger.

People

You need one person to be the over the valve cover races to make sure they go as planned before the show to the time of the races.  This person will get others to help in these other areas of the event.

You will need several folks to assemble the kits.

Host Chapter will need people to assemble the ramp.  
You will need someone to be the starter at the top of the ramp.

You will need 2 folks to watch at the end of the track to see which racer wins.  
You will need 2 folks to record the results.

